The Highlands of India.

here called upon to consider its roses and romantic
aspects (albeit that ho really wise man will reject the
"beautiful" as an element of mundane politics), but
rather its sanitary and strategic capabilities, especially
as containing sites adapted for a "military colony" or
"reserve circle." It may, however, be objected in
limvine that to speculate and lay down laws for the
disposal of a neighbour's estate may savour of the
questionable and premature; but it is forced on our
attention if we really contemplate the probable march
of the political history of India.

(3). Having in a separate paper* expressed strong
opinions on the value of its flanking position as bearing J
on the defence of our north-west frontiers, I believe I
cannot do better than refer the reader to that paper
(vide extract given below), and to the Map which
accompanied.f A mere glance at the Map and Index
to Military Events noted in the margin, which shows
the routes of invading armies, cannot fail to convey an
idea of the value of this State as a flanking defence to
the Indus and the greater portion of the Punjab Db'abs,
and consequently as guarding the approaches from the
north-west passes, and frontiers from Affghanistan into
the Punjab, and so into India. I cannot but consider
it as essential to the future safety of our Indian pos-
sessions, and the sooner the political necessity of its
absorption within our defensive system is recognised,
the better. In saying this I would refrain from sug-
gesting any aggresive views subversive of political
good faith. I would simply put for consideration how
such an end could be accomplished without a breach
of treaty obligation or of international good faith; but
that Cashmere, sooner or later, must be incorporated
within our army system of defence, I entertain no sort
of doubt whatever.

* No. 12 Journal U.S.I, for India, 1873.
t No. 1.0 Journal U.S.I, for India, 1873.